BRITISH  EMPIRE   IN  ASIA
joined with Penang and Malacca in a single Governorship as the Straits Settlements, and formed part of the possessions of the East India Company. After its fall they were still subject to the Indian Government. But in 1867 it was decided to transfer them to the control of the Colonial Office as a Crown colony. The Straits Settlements are now composed of Singapore, Penang (including \Vellesley province and the Bindings), and Malacca, to which were added in 1886 the Cocos Islands, in 1889 Christmas Island, and in 1507 Labuan.
British control of the entire Malay peninsula is established beyond dispute and in a formal manner by clear conventions and treaties. The peninsula is divided among two distinct groups of sultans and other chiefs.
The first group, termed the Federated Malay States, is composed of the four Sultanates of Perak, Selangor, Negri Sembilan, and Pahang. These states had been pacified by Sir Andrew Clarke in 1874, but the formal treaty assigning them the positions they were to fill in the Federation was not signed until July, 1896. By that treaty a Resident-General resides at Kuala Lumpur, and a Resident n each of the capitals of the Sultanates. The development in the prosperity of this
region has been unsurpassed in any other quarter of the world since 1890. The revenue has more than doubled, and the population now does not fall short of a million.
The second group is designated the Non-Federated Malay States. Of these there are five, viz., Johore, Kedah, Perlis, Kelantan, and Trengganu. With the first of these Britain has had relations since the occupation of Singapore, and on several occasions her local authorities had occasion to intervene in the affairs of the ruling family. The position was regularised by a treaty in 1885 which, was supplemented by another in 1914. In regard to Johore the situation was not complicated by any outside pretensions.
Over the four others Siam claimed suzerain rights. With Kedah Britain had more or less continuous relations after the acquisition of Penang, but the others lay outside her influence, until the development of Pahang brought her to the eastern coast. After long and delicate negotiations Siam ceded her rights of suzerainty over these states to Britain by treaty in 1909, thus putting an end to all risk of complications and disputes. Britain then assumed the position towards them from which Siam had withdrawn. The Sultans were left undisturbed in their respective autonomies,
FRESH NUTS FOR SALE IN KAJANG
As here exposed for sale the familiar, hard, woody-shelled coconuts are still within the thick, fibrous husks, twelve to eighteen inches in length, in which the fruit matures in bunches of ten or more. The kernel and the milky juice of the nuts are important items of the native dietary
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